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D i xon's Hidden ~harrn~;;j?&:a 
reveal sec rets of the blues 
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Yet blvpamn WB- 
I. mron lmn~ws Uuthihl place b, 
Lb. bimry of mudo is wen 
m u k d .  

Yau: "Bting it On Home? 'Lib 
"a E4 W' and '%a* DPPr 
Man." Pop nnists a. divare .a 
San CmXc. "w &,ling stoma. 
MemdtUI,Peggyke.Hmk WiI- 
liunaJr. and Uu h r n  have n- 
mrdod hh tun-. 

And now. Xjddrdr Chams, nn 

~ d C I p i ~ I R s o r d . .  
Ail *ea m m n s  mntnbbte lo 

why Diran. a m g  * h0"0d 
rnW",am mfom>ng rt *e 
feu* UI."""., N.tio"aI Aadddy 
of&"gwnlprn mnent L Holly- 
w d s  Wil ten  Theam 13790 
WiIahirr Blvd., 213-388-LlWi on 
5.tud.y. At the all.8t.r emnf 
he .ill *<om two s o w  backed 
by x& band lm lab*. 

Duo" know be',, bp mmem- 
b p d .  BY* be .IS0 wan& to en- .- that the bl"sa - ** m u <  
he'& lived and -,bad for more 
Uun UI yeam - la"% frngot*" 
.$Urn. 

with me, it% not only a &- 
rar ice. L a m ?  a d  DiXO" 
at i<. *"*h..LYl* horns in 
nenaal, in wbieh llrc n* oniy 
be and &;I. W i L  Ma"., but also 
mme &,dm" and rn~nd~hil. 
dm". 

%.#A in a .mall living room 
with gold rpeo* on the wall and 
a piano immg *. rumi*in@, 
Dii.," l p k a  about the b , " ~  mu- 
.u UI.thaB k n  hi. lib. 

"mp* are bp.noi"g b nr- 
o p u p  that thp blwa ia o m  of 
Lb. Vuu mwim .f the world 
m a "  *maion .dn Y r- 

blues nnyway:) aaid *. 
7 3 q w 4 l d  -1- 
m v ~ ~ a v ~  LermL-duear 
m &" &ar h an- >&< 'n'm~l. 

Wbenl"msaEd,UIeyused 
& Yma vhat heVd eall w k  
m g a  anp 6sld m w  - jwt I 
1%-bm bluer a y a h  that had *UI 
punehlhlin. LLb. end of each 
wap Bur as t."" &n&.ahl- 
low put Lb. 1.a hand u, ct 9" *e 
piano and "w brss ."d the7 br 

abwsie wmgip. ~ " d  
then *er w* bpgrn, wr,ing 
hot l k  m it and s l l lng  1, it 
inu. And making it in p h m  ef 
rap, t h ~  ealld lt *p. 

-And when yo" go, *m or 
bur s o w  Uut hit teein 
-78 that *a mapnt). hk-, 

g : ~ g p w ~ ~ ~ $ ; :  
WU,.atP.." 

On Hid*" Champ, n vmiag 
dab"- 8, ,pa are rrpnwn#A, L UIs. M"w :3:% 1" "J ,a 8ViW u 
the r n l k d %  8 8 *  WU 
No Idm; a mi,abanttion *UI 
his l 3 . ~ U * I d  *,ax 

'"I ra never the type or guy 
*atbpli~- m a lz-bUntraighh 
blues son&" ho Ma.  -But 

le *r.n#A u, keep blum mu- ZL they haddone th. ds-, 
hang it in on. 0,- until it 
bmkai~lrout:'  
-"ad by T-Bow Bum- 

Iwh.  slm P , W  guiur on UIe 
LP). Duonts joined 
h 4.- hh%;&k:; 
patar on* Lafay& u * r  on 

R am. b* orwhom * o r k d * W  
mmalCheuRpeo*inCh<ago. 
A h  hlumd u vetman jnu 
bami.t m Cl,,.,"dnr and her 
moi-  p r p r  Susar Blue. 

Thc mmlf is a ulllsu.," of 
spirited, new matons1, with an 
cmph.siSan nev 

'"Natuauy you harp a chew 
of rnvrirnl id-:' he said. T h e  
bluer ur l i b  amwingr,w - 
they ma. ** the ti-." 

Ourr *o mm. howrn, ih 
ban. UIL m :or <ha"* 
**,'a l * t b ~ m ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ " d  dddi .  
r u w  d o  bad -..Ad *. muale . 
in the Br.Lpbm withut no,nim 
on it - or on Uu mpitisa Uut 
we", ulW + &* DiXM. 

ma* whr he -#A *U1 
Bluer Hearen Found.ti0". m 

* m a 6  

'Peo~le are -inning to recognize 

that the blues is one of the true 

musics of the world. Most all 

American music is rearranaed 

blues anyway' 

I 

WBLLIE DlXOY . In* 72 ,edr-olo brosman m e n  "am- axon* 
d 2°C *o.werr d r x r  n ro ooc, on m e  rccoro *I?" n r nc. 
LP w mm c a m l a n o  ,. oesmonr ic mnsrr vcrr nonor- 
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Fmm 2 
non-pmfit corporation not only 
preserves the history of the blues 
and offers scholarships to aspir- 
ing musicians, but also educates 
artists on the necessity of copy- 
right Dmtection. 
-<'sd you wovldnt have to die 

and go to heaven to get all you 
deserve,". said Dim", with s 
laugh. "A heaven on earth- 

It's a concept Dim" under- 
stands well. 
Back in the '50s. in his efforts 

Lu pNmlU the hl"~. Ihrou~h"", 
the world, he often ended up 
wuh a raw deal 

'1 w a r  oeddlrne smrc around 
m Eumpdlong &fore They were 
recorded and 1 used to put my 
song. on many tapes for many 
people," he sakd 'Td tell them, 
when they record it to put my 
name on it. I "Some of them did and some of 
them didn't!' 

While rock '"' mllers such as 
Eric Clspton and the Rolling 
stones were a1wavs careful to 
credit the author; of the blu& 
songs they remrded. Other 
m u m  had f*r scruples. Led 
Zeppelin event"a1ly had to make 
an out-of-court settlement with 
Dixon for a copyright infringe- 
ment of "Whole Lotto Love:' - 

Dixon is no longer bitter aver 
the song. mien fmm him, since 
the mpyiig,,t ' ...... 

! - . . . . . , -e- 
. . 

"ampea several years ago, mak- 
ing it easier far artists or their 
families to pmve ownership of a 
mitten work. 

"It used to bother me, but it 
cawed me to know how other 
people feel," he said. '"It's dia- 
muraging when you're working a 
long time and think that your 
share is coming out of that and it 
don't show up. 

"Now, if an individual wrote- 
something and he can pmve it. 
then he can get the money." 

The whole idea of Blues Heav- 
en fib in with beliefs Dixon has 
held from the very beginning. . 

While his mother Daisy Me- 
Kenzie was "devoted to spiritugl 
ideas," his father Charlie Dixon 
was "what they call an  outlaw " 
he a i d .  "He sung everythi& 
anywiy he wanted to make it up. 

'The only difference in the 
mvsie was the words. One was 
dedicated to heaven and the oth- 
er one was dedicated to the fact 
of life on earth. 

"Eanh and life and the blues 
is the one that I took to the 
moat? 

After relocating from Missis- 
sippi to Chicago in the '20s. Dix- 
on became involved in the bur- 
geoning blues sene there. He 
sold many of his compositions to 
traveling country blues p u p 8  in 
the '30s a t  the flat rate d $ l s  to 

Dixon 
.'mm 6 But Dixon's concerns extend 
$20 each. further than the musical world. 

In the '40a, he performed jn And his influence may have been 
severalmouos. including the Ble felt all'the way to the Wh~te 
Three T;io immpsed if  Dixo6 H o d .  
Leonard Caston and Bemardo 
~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ) ,  one of the first bands to It began mth a song called "It 
put a three.part hmny ta a Don't Make, Sense We Can't 
blues song. Make Pea= 

And while he made an espe- 'I recorded it as a special re- 
elally lastlug lmpreaalon on early mrd for the president of the 
rockers, hrs songs mnnnw to be Un~ted Statas and I also sent II 
emrded by new bands, rmludlnr to all of the comnw*aman." he 
'imbuk 3 and &e Fabulo6 ead addm "Phe :-dent sent 
'h~~ndprhirrla me d;,me&lmnka 


