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Sober for life...

“And more often than not, I
can remember to care.”

Vaughan began to care about
music — and especially the blues
— when he was a kid growing up
in Dallas. His big brother Jim-
mie Vaughan, of Fabulous Thun-
derbirds fame, inspired him more
than anyone else.

“When I was first starting, he
was about three years ahead of
me,” he said. “He was already
the big guy everybody learned
from around there. And what he
was doing was it.”

Blues makes up the corner-
stone of both guitarists’ sound.
Stevie and Jimmie listened to
Buddy Guy, Freddie King, B.B.
King, Albert King, Muddy Wa-
ters and Lonnie Mack, among
others.

In 1984, Stevie Ray Vaughan
produced Mack's comeback LP,
Strike Like Lightning.

although he'd like do
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more production, Vaughan is al-
ready booked up for a year in ad-
vance. Some of his upcoming pro-
jects include recording a studio
LP this fall, and perhaps putting
together a record with his broth-
er.

Besides making concert ap-
pearances, Vaughan also makes
a cameo appearance in the mov-
ie, “Back to the Beach,” which
stars Annette Funicello and
Frankie Avalon.

“I had a lot of fun doing it,”
Vaughan admitted.

However, it’s a far cry from
winning a Grammy award for
best traditional blues recording
for his version of Jimi Hendrix'
“Voodoo Chile (Slight Return)

That a white guy won in a
blues category can only be
viewed as positive, said Vaugh-
an.

-+ /There’s a lot of folks trying to
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take the color out of the blues —
and I'm glad. Because it doesn’t
have to be that you're a black
guy to be able to play and like
blues musie.

“It doesn’t hurt anything,” he
said with a chuckle.

But roots music such as the
blues has a universal appeal.

“There’s a lot to the music and
there’s a lot of emotion to-it and
with it. And people relate to it
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because they can identify with
the storyline,” he said. “It’s a
soothing kind of music.”

At his show tonight, Vaughan
and his band Double Trouble will
draw on older material such as
his version of Stevie Wonder’s
“Superstition” from the group’s
Epic LP, Live Alive, as well as
performing new and unrecorded
songs. il S
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